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Tami and Rob Ramsey are private 
people, so they had no intention 
of putting their recently renovated 
house on the Tour of Remodeled 

Homes in 2013. 
Sponsored by the Remodelers Council of 

the Home Builders Association of Lexington, 
the annual event showcases a variety of proj-
ects including kitchen and bathroom renova-
tions and large-scale additions.

However, the Ramseys were so pleased 
with their whole-house renovation by Philip 
Conrad of Conrad Construction, they could 
think of no better way to show their ap-
preciation than to open their home for the 
two-day tour. Seven hundred tour-goers were 
equally impressed, giving the Ramseys’ reno-
vation project the People’s Choice Award.

One year later, the Ramseys, who own 
the four Ramsey’s Diners in Lexington, are 
fully enjoying life in their updated home. 
Now they can’t imagine ever selling their 
30-year-old house, which is located in a quiet 
neighborhood inside New Circle Road.

A FRESH LOOK
The couple bought the 4,800-square-foot 

house 16 years ago when they got married. 
In fact, their wedding took place in the un-
furnished family room. 

“The house didn’t need remodeling, but 
everything was mauve pink and Wedgewood 
blue,” Tami said.

She went to work, removing wallpaper 
and painting the entire house in neutral 
colors that suited her better. A year after 
they bought the house, the Ramseys added a 
large swimming pool with a waterfall to the 
back yard.
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See REMODEL on page 16
The newly renovated open kitchen features commercial-grade appliances, double-depth rock granite countertops, 
reclaimed barn lumber for the flooring and wrought-iron glass-free lighting fixtures. | PHOTOS BY JOSEPH REY AU

Award-winning
remodel

Whole-house renovation on last year’s Tour of Remodeled Homes an overall favorite

The 2014 Tour of Remodeled 
Homes takes place Aug. 23-24 
from noon to 5 p.m. each day. 
For more information, see page 
2 of this issue of Homeseller or 
visit HBALexington.com TOP The renovated back-yard pool and patio area features new retaining walls and fencing.

CENTER  A guest room was converted into a walk-in closet that connects to the owners’ 
suite.
ABOVE The 2013 whole-house remodel of this 4,800-square-foot two-story home allows 
the owners, who had recently considered downsizing, to utilize every square inch of its 

Now it’s even easier to
use your home for the
things you need.

Take advantage of this super low introductory rate and use the
equity in your home for anything and everything. Like a dream
vacation, a new laptop, remodeling your home or paying off your
student loans – whatever. Whenever. Stop by your nearest Republic
Banking Center, or call 859-225-5099 to find out all the things your
home can do for you. Now that’s easy!
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*As of 8/7/14, Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is the highest Prime Rate (Index) published in the “Monthly Rates” section of the Wall Street Journal on a monthly basis, but APR
cannot decrease below floor rate of 3.25% (As of 8/7/14, the Prime Rate is 3.25%). After 12 month introductory fixed rate, rate adjusts based on Prime Rate. Your loan amount will
be determined by your home value, available equity and credit history. Maximum loan amount $250,000. Subject to underwriting and approval. Certain restrictions apply. Limited
time offer. Maximum of 80% CLTV. You must have opened or open your primary checking account to receive $199 standard closing costs. Your primary checking account must be
maintained in active status for the term of the HELOC or a $500 fee may be assessed. Consult the Promotional Closing Cost Program Participation Agreement for more details. Title
insurance may be required and is not included in $199 standard closing costs. $199.00 processing fee is included in standard closing costs and a $50 annual fee after first year.
Maximum APR 18%. Minimum payment may not be sufficient to repay outstanding loan balance at the end of the draw period and may result in a single balloon payment. This loan
may have a prepayment penalty; ask us for details. Republic Bank & Trust Company Loan Originator ID #402606.
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When Rob’s daughter, K.K., moved 
out, the couple started thinking about 
downsizing. Although they only use their 
800-square-foot finished basement for stor-
age, they had 4,000 square feet of living 
space, much of which they weren’t utiliz-
ing, Rob said.

“With my daughter grown, we were 
only living in about a third of the square 
footage,” he said. “We used the formal din-
ing room once a year — at Thanksgiving. 
We never used the formal living room.”

When the Ramseys didn’t find any 
smaller houses they liked, they decided to 
stay put and renovate the home to suit their 
lifestyle. 

“We decided to just make the house the 
way we wanted it to be and not worry about 
resale,” Tami said.

They hired remodeler Philip Conrad of 
Conrad Construction because two families 
they knew had used him for three renova-
tion projects and were happy with the re-
sults. So were they.

“He said it would take him 3½ months 
and he finished a week early,” Rob said. “He 
was on time and on budget. He did every-
thing we wanted done; it doesn’t get any 
better.”

Tami had spent months combing 
through Architectural Digest magazines and 
home-improvement books to find ideas and 
inspiration. She also had toured remodeled 
kitchens and homes. 

“But I don’t fall into trends,” Tami said. 
“I didn’t want anything formal. I wanted 
our kitchen to look like a farmhouse 
kitchen — cozy and comfortable.”

But she had no plans to buy all new fur-
niture and accessories. 

“We have things from Rob’s parents and 
grandparents, my parents and our travels. 
My friends said ‘You didn’t get all new stuff,’ 
but I like the stuff we have.”

Cozy spaCes
On the main floor, the Ramseys en-

larged their foyer and widened the door-
way between the formal living room and 
formal dining room. 

The living room has been transformed 
into a music room with Tami’s baby grand 
Yamaha piano (her wedding gift from Rob) 

as the focal point. She brought up from 
basement storage her childhood record 
player, which is housed in a freestanding 
wooden cabinet with a sliding top; it still 
plays 45s and albums.

The Ramseys’ formal dining room is 
now a cozy hearth room with a new vent-
free fireplace and a built-in bar area. The 
space is open to the large kitchen and 
breakfast area.

The new kitchen features commercial-
grade appliances, double-depth rock gran-
ite countertops, reclaimed barn lumber for 
the flooring and wrought-iron, glass-free 
lighting fixtures.

Tami chose the design and colors (red, 
navy, two shades of green and yellow) for 
the tile backsplash behind the stove. 

The breakfast area has exposed wood 
beams in the ceiling. A new oval dining 
table features a bench on one side for  
seating. 

Because the breakfast area opens to the 
outdoor dining area and pool deck, Conrad 
suggested changing the exterior door to a 
double door.

In the large den, the remodeler re-
finished all the wood paneling, installed 
a new ceiling fan and laid new carpet. 
Conrad renovated the powder room and 
removed a closet in the entrance hallway 

off the garage to create a more functional 
mudroom. He also refinished the wooden 
garage door.

Upstairs, the couple needed a larger 
walk-in closet and a bigger shower in their 
owners’ suite. Tami suggested they convert 
a guest room into a closet, connecting it to 
the owners’ bedroom. 

That gave them room to enlarge their 
bathroom, where they now have heated 
tile flooring, a large open tile shower, an 
air tub and two vanities.

Conrad also remodeled the guest bath-
room on the second floor. That level also in-
cludes Tami’s large office and a guest room.

In addition, Conrad made many small 
improvements throughout the Ramseys’ 
home, installing new door knobs, door 
stops, hinges and staircase spindles. He 
added dimmer switches to all their light-
ing fixtures and installed a backup sump 
pump in their basement.

Rob and Tami were especially grateful 
when Conrad discovered and repaired a 
leaking air conditioning condensation tray 
in their attic.

“That could have ruined the entire 
home,” Rob said. “What a lifesaver.”

After their whole-house remodel, the 
Ramseys asked Conrad to renovate their 
back-yard pool area, which included in-

ReMoDeL
From page 15

aBoVe  The larger owners’ suite bathroom has heat-
ed tile flooring, an open tile shower and an air tub.
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stalling new retaining walls, fencing, a gas 
fire pit and an electronic driveway gate. 
He also added a new water faucet at the 
rear of their yard for convenience as well 
as a secondary gas line for Rob’s outdoor 
cooking.

To make Conrad’s job easier, the Ram-
seys lived away from their house for six 
weeks of the renovation project. They 
spent time at their Florida residence and 
housesat for an aunt who was traveling in 
Europe.

“While we were gone, Philip sent us 
photos every single day,” Tami said.

What advice does she have for home-
owners who are considering a major reno-
vation project?

“You have to decide whether you’re 
going to stay in your home or sell it in the 
future,” Tami said. “If you’re going to stay 
there, you can make it fit your lifestyle. 
If you’re going to resell it someday, you 
should listen to your decorator, your con-
tractor and your Realtor.” //

To see more images of this week’s featured home, 
visit the Homeseller photo gallery at Kentucky.com.


	HS20140817_Cover
	10HSL1H14_Coverstory
	HS20140817_jump

